Tr1-City Cremations

What to Do When a Loved One
Dies Away From Home

Navigating the gentle how-to's of a final journey.



Acknowledging the Distance

Our world is more connected than

ever—but when loss happens far from
home, the miles can feel overwhelming.

You are not alone in this:

It is incredibly common for Americans to travel, move, or
retire away from their home state or abroad.

Help is already waiting:
Because this happens frequently, a global network of

dedicated funeral directors and transport specialists
exists solely to bring your loved one home.



The Circle of Care

The Dispatching Director The Receiving Director
Located where your loved one Located at your home sanctuary.
passed. Handles immediate care, local : Coordinates the arrival, memorial
permits, and journey preparation. .. service, and final rest.
Your Family

Your only job is to
provide guidance, not to
manage logistics.

The very first step Is simple: Call your local funeral director. They will reach
out to the dispatching director and coordinate the journey together.



Pathways for the Journey: Domestic Transport
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‘<0 Ground Transport TN Air Transport

"/ (The Road Home) / (The Flight Home)

e Best For: Shorter regional distances. e Best For: Long-distance, cross-country
journeys.

e Financial Consideration: Typically
$1.00 to $4.00 per mile. e Financial Consideration: Airline fees

range from $600 to $3000 (based on
weight, distance, and container).

e Notes: Requires specialized
preparation, human remains cargo
coordination, and legal paperwork for
crossing state lines.

e Notes: The most cost-effective path;
arranged directly by your funeral
home. Rail transport is also an option
but incurs extra fees.



Preparing for a
Safe Journey

State
Regulations

Every state has
different rules for
crossing borders.
Your directors will
determine exactly

what is legally

required.

Methods
of Care

Depending on the
distance and laws,
your loved one will

be cared for via
embalming, dry ice,
or specialized
refrigerated
transport.

The Container

Air travel generally
requires a specific
type of protective
freight casket to
ensure absolute
safety.

Unified
Paperwork

To reduce costs
and stress, your
directors will
attempt to consoli-
date the required
permits at one end
of the journey.



N avigating Domestic Costs The ‘Ship-Out’ Fee

Charged by the dispatching funeral home
for bringing your loved one into their care
and preparing them for the journey.

Preparation Fees

Additional costs depending on state
requirements (e.g., embalming or dry ice).

Transportation Fees

e By Air: $600 - $3,000 (varies by weight,
length, and container).
e By Ground: $1.00 - $4.00 per mile.



A Gentle Alternative: Cremation Care

Key Insight: If your family is open to cremation, it can significantly ease
both the financial and logistical strain of bringing a loved one home.

Local Care \> & The Return
The cremation is The urn is safely
performed and easily

peacefully in the transported

state or country
where the passing
occurred.

home to you,

o
avoiding cargo

restrictions. Al j |a
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The Sanctuary

You hold your
memorial and
iInterment services
locally, free from
the stress of strict

<. airline cargo
= =, timelines.
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When the Journey
Begins Abroad

Ours is a world on the go. Many
individuals travel globally or choose to
retire abroad. When passing happens
overseas, returning home involves
navigating international laws,
embassies, and language barriers.

You are not expected to navigate
this alone. Dedicated International
Funeral Shipping Providers exist for

this exact purpose.
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The Professionals Who Carry the Burden

Place of Passing Home
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Collection LOgIStES & Containers Global Llalson
& Care Flight = 2
Handling cargo Sourcing the exact Coordinating directly
Moving your loved flight bookings, caskets and with the receiving
one to a specialized securing space, and shipping containers country, foreign
facility. navigating airline mandated by funeral providers, and
discounts. international law. embassies to ensure

all regulations are
met.



The Document

Compass

Security Assurance

A formal letter on funeral home
letterhead verifying that only
human remains are within the
casket.
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@ The deceased’s Passport and _
. —— official Death Certificate. “=—"-
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West

Core Identity

North

Required
Documentation

South

Medical Clearance

Notes from a medical examiner or
coroner ensuring no contagious
diseases are present.
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Transit Authority

Official Burial and Transit
papers approved by the foreign

embassy or consulate.



International Financial Considerations

Because of the required time, complex paperwork, and specialized cargo
rules, international transport requires significant resources.

International Ship-Out Fees: $3,000 - $4,000

¢ For collection, extensive preparation, and embassy coordination.

Mortuary Cargo Fees: $2,000 — $6,000

Airline freight charges determined by weight and route.

Specialized Receptacles
Airlines frequently require specialized burial containers, air-trays, or
specific vaults for international transit.




The Rhythm of the Journey (Timelines)

An international return typically takes about 5 days,
provided there are no documentation delays.

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5+
Why It Takes Time
Cargo Constraints Flight Limits The Advice
Esley Y
Space must be booked Airlines mandate a strict Do not make assumptions about
specifically by weight and maximum of two human timelines. Know that a team is
precise dimensions. remains per flight. working continuously behind the

scenes to bring them home safely.



Accompanying Your Loved One

You are welcome to fly on the same passenger flight,
provided there is space.

Passenger vs. Companion

Taking a Separate Flight Traveling Together

It is entirely okay—and often 3
recommended—to take a direct | WQ*’ :

flight home, knowing your 7~ multiple, longer-than-normal

loved one is securely cared for 7\ S \ﬁ layovers and unpredictable
by the shipping providers. delays.

: Cargo Layovers: International
Q:ﬁ cargo flights often endure

Giving Yourself Grace

G

In an acute state of grief, enduring these delays ﬂ%\/ )
at an airport can be overwhelmingly painful. Give 7
yourself permission to prioritize your well-being.



Grace and Timing

Wait until they are safely home
before setting the date.

Missing paperwork or canceled cargo flights can alter the
timeline unexpectedly. Waiting for their safe arrival at your
local receiving home removes the pressure of a ticking clock. It
you to breathe, rest, and plan the memorial with peace of mind.



Taking the First Step

Contact your local funeral
director today. Let them take
the logistical weight from your
shoulders so you can focus on
family and healing.

Y

e Understand the profound
disorientation they are experiencing.

e Listen deeply when they express
stress.

e Give them an out: Remind them
they do not have to manage every
detall or travel perfectly. Grace Is
the greatest gift you can offer.



Tri-City Cremations
276-225-4100
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